Maintained by 
THE HOyPITAL FOR, SPE.CIAL JURGERY 
Jor Dispensing tke Farnily Gasrip. to our 
Mermberyr with the Armed Forces 


Volume 1It ~ Merch. 15,.1944 Number 6 


——e 


We regret to report the passing of Dr. William Frieder on 
Thursday, March 9th, after a protracted illness. Dr. Frieder 
will be remembered by everybody connected with the hospital, as 
he was the oldest member in point of service on the Orthopaedic 
staff having started under Dr. Henry Ling Taylor 35 years ago 
in the old. hospital, at. Lexington. Ave. and 42nd St. He will 
alweys- be,remembered as'a genial companion and an excellent host : 


to many of. you at the Lanb!s Club Gambols, 


‘We have all been pleased to have a visit from Capt. Ted Lynn who has spent 
18 months in the Mediterranean Theatre, of operations. Capt. Lynn, was in, charge of 
the Orthopaedic section at the 68th Station Hospital in North Africa, He told us at 
the Monday morning conference of the valuable experience he received in all types of 
war casualties.involying bones and joints. »He stated that the hos pital set-up 
throughout,Africa has come to be a large and.well functioning pert of, our. Army and 
the quality ofthe work done, under sometimes difficult circumstances, is. goods He 
brought back greetings from Col. Frank Cox, Lte Smith (R.N»), and Miss Engeman (Red 
Cross), all of whom were stationed near him. Capt, Lynn was kind enough to make 
the following statement for this issue of the Re & Ces . 


"After many months on the far side of the world, it has been my very good 
fortune to.be returned,home, and J just want to take this opportunity to tell all of 
you guys and.gals that the old hospital is, just as. good as it always was, that. all 
of your,and my dear friends here are looking well and wofking hard and doing a 
splendid job. Corridors seem a little bare these days.and there are a lot of new 
faces to be seen, but the same friendly. spirit.is still here, and I know. that you 
all will be as pleased.and happy to return as Iam. 


The big town hasn't changed a great deal. You will be glad to know, I am 
sure, that,one can still quench his thirst in whatever. manner he,chooses. In all, 
it is great, to.be back, and I hope it will not be long until we can all. be together 
once agein.on.our: home soil," . 


The Record & Chronicle wishes to congratulate Frank Cox on his promotion 
from a Major toa Lt. Cole. | 


Dr. John M. Converse has also returned to this, country after considerable | 
experience in North Africa, At the end of 1942, Dr. Converse returned from England 
after serving with the American Hospital in Britain and. participated in a course in 
plastic surgery given for. Army officers at Columbia. He was then asked to go over 
and operate onthe French cases.in North Africa, andwhen he got there, they made . 
him an officer in the French Army with the rank of Major. The French had no one to 
do plastic surgery for them so he organized a center in Algiers, and during the year 
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1943 has had 168 patients in the center. He stetes that there were many interesting 
cases, and the patients were of a colorful variety, Frenchmen, Foreign Legionnaires 
and Moroccans. He went to Italy last December and on the way back stopped in @ 
hospital at Bizerte, and he was told by the C. 0. that there was a doctor in the 

unit who knew him. He said his name was Ferguson. That didn't particularly regis~ 
ter with Major Converse until in walked Fergie (Dick Ferguson who was in England with 
the American Hospital in Britain). Over a can of ‘Tisconsin smoked cheese and a few 
nips of rare old Tunisian brandy, they discussed the old days at Sanquiol, etc. 

There were a few maxillo facial cases that Fergie showed him with great pride. A 
sood many jaw fractures had the appliances of \Waknitz and Converse.fame. With Fergie 
Vajor Converse went to visit a nearby hospital in which Ted Lynn showed them a num- 
over of cases of combined orthopaedic and plastic interest. Major Converse recently 
flew back from Africa to New York where he has been doing a number of. jobs such as 
getting instruments and having some prosthetic appliances made for two facial cases 
he brought back with him. Major Converse has recently been transferred by the French 
Military Mission to the Massachusetts She i Hospital, Boston, Mass. for a tempo 
rary assicnment. 


Rich Stephens has received a card from Dr. Van from Sarasota, Fla. He 
writes; "It has been very pleasant here with hot sun like May and June in Conn. 
Temp. 72-82. Ie have reservations to reach New York March 15th. Am feeling swell 
here." 


On April lst, and no fogling either, the Physical Therapy Department will 
celebrate its 20th Anniversary. 


We are still receiving knives for the crew of PO 1206. Two knives have 
been sent by Mrs. S. ‘7. Stockton, nee Gertrud Svensson, who was formerly one of our 
Physical Therapy technicians. Her address is 410 N.iJ. 3rd Ave., Mineral Wells,Texas, 
Another donor, who has formerly done a swell job in collecting knives, brings in 
many more. She is a very modest person and doesn't wish her name to be mentioned 
again. This brings is up to a full quota of knives and the Editor wants to thank 
everyone for being so generous. 


K. G. Hansson and Rich Stephens feel that the appeal fir playing cards to 
replace the pre-war,dog-eared, dirty cards with which they are playing has not been 
as successful as the appeal for pocket knives. Dr. Ramsay Spillman was kind enough 
to contribute one deck of cards to these inveterate card players, but K.-G.: and 
Rich want to know how double solitaire can be played with only one deck: of cards. 

Ye hope that others will have their heart strings touched like Ramsay Spillman and 
lo something for these two boys. 


Ye are very sorry to report that Miss Eva Becker, head nurse on Ward 3, 
is resigning as of March 15th. Miss Becker has given almost 15 years of efficient 
and devoted service to the patients of our hospital. She will be greatly missed, 
and we all extend our best wishes to Miss Becker, for the future. 


Ye are glad to welcome back Mrs. Everett Coffill, nee Constantine, former 
head nurse on ard 1. She is now one of our suture nurses in the SN abte rooms 
lirs. Coffill*s husband is with the Army overseas. 


Lt. Comm. Henry P. Lange writes: "Have been detached from my temporary 
assignment at the Naval Hospital, Treasure Island, San Francisco, and am now the 
Orthopaedic Surgeon for one of our Hospital Ships. My past 27 months in the Navy 
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have been very instructive ones and I have been fortunate in being able to practice 
my specialty. It looks as though my new essipnment will add further to my educa~ 
tion.” He sends his regards to all. His new address is U. S. S. Bountiful (AH), 
% Fleet Post Office, Sqn Francisco, California. 


Capt. J. D. Francis is now assigned to the Letterman General Hospital, San 
Francisco, Cal. ‘there he has been since Novenber 5, 1943, 


Ye have received a new address for Capt. Charles Burstein, M.C. 0-506403, 
It is the 57th General Hospital, A.P.O. 871, % Postmaster, New York, N.Y. 


Capt. Robert T. Odom stopped in to pay us a visit on March 3rd. For the 
past 6 months, he has been on the surgical service at the hospital at the Army Air 
Base, Fairmont, Nebraska. During the interim between the time he left the hospital 
and went into the Army, he was a member of the faculty, teaching surgery, at Bowman 
Gray Medical School, Lake Forest College, Winston Salem, N.C. His present address 
is 0~323449, A.P.0. 12845G, % Postmaster, New York, N.Y. 


A letter has been received by the hospital addressed, "Hospital for Ad- 
vanced Surgery, 321 East 42 St. N.Y.C." The sender of this letter must have been 
reading the operating schedule of liarch 4th posted on our bulletin board and re- 
ceived the impression that we were doing surgery of an international type. The 
operating schedule read: 10:30 Dr. Vincent Hurley Smith Varicose Vein (BVV) 


Legation. 


The final results of the subscriptions of the Board of Managers, ‘fomen's 
Auxiliary, doctors and employees of the hospital to the 4th War Loan Drive was 
$12,793.75 in bonds at the purchase price. 


* The Record & Chronicle extends to lirs. Bradley Delehanty, Chairman of the 
Volunteer Red Cross Nurses* Aides, congratulations on the arrival of her first grand- 
child, a granddaughter, born to Mrs. John Hildt, on February 27, 1944, Mrs. Hildt, 
the daughter of Mrs. Delehanty, was one of our valuable volunteers, 


We have heard that Joe Shaeffer has been promoted to a Lt. Col. The Re» 
cord & Chronicle wishes to congratulate Col. Shaeffer on this promotion. Lt. Col. 
Shaeffer also has a change of address, which is: Station Hosvital 1918, Camp Beale, 
California. 


A letter has been received from Lt. Frances Dunlop. Lt. Dunlop was the 
first technician from the Physical Therapy Department to enlist in the service and 
has recently been promoted to a lst Lieut. The R. & C. wishes to congratulate her 
upon this. promotion, She writes in parts “You asked me if’ I am using my singing, 
Yes indeed, to a creat advantage. In Morocco during the warm months, once a reek I 
held a community song fest in the out-of-doors theater and used to render a solo or 
tro. One of the most popular, surprisingly enough, wes "The Lord's Prayer", that 
well-known song which John Charles Thomas introduced. Since arrival in Italy, I 
sang in a large theater in tovn vith some of the amateur and professional talent in 
the service. Prizes were offered, and it was a toss-up between another female, a 
male violinist and myself. I took third prize - a carton of cigarettes which, be~ 
cause of my slight interest in smoking, I promptlv cast to the audience like a bridets 
bouquet. If I vreren*t so tired at the end of the dav, I would probably participate’ 
much more, for I firmly believe that recreational activities for the boys are a 
great benefit. And they are the best audience in tne world. ..... . There isa 
new kind of’ mine which the Germans are using thet the fellows call a shoebox. Un- 
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like the S mine, it explodes and blows off. a foot. They are dif?icult. “to. Renee on. 
the ground. The new beachhaed plus the main front are causing casualties. of .course,: 
end unlike Africa, we are seeing more of the dreaded amputations. . For the. most pert, 
eae patients come in with clean wounds, casts, debridement, but somehovr occasionally 
ve are trouvled with gas gangrene - the results are pretty. bad. What. a fine. group 
of young fellows. Thev fight valiantly. for life. One bov in Orthopaedics had our 
interest. He had been in the group that made the new beachhead. A crushed femur, 
fractured, skull and possible broken back. .He lingered for about a week and then died 
of an embolism in the lung, I have been distracted in the last half of this letter 
ty the girls coming home. ‘Je congregate in the kitchen of the apartment around the 
stove. ‘It is not. unlike the drugstore philosophers of the small tow. The talk 
“aries from operations to the latest rumor. The weather is becoming mild now and we. 
expect davs as balmy as you realize in May. Regards and best wishes to all.” 


A letter was received by Dr. Wilson on January 31st from Major Edgar Bick. 
Among other things he writes, “Ne have had 2 shows to our credit, and we 'rs hoping 
to @gain move nearer. Although nothing has occurred to us, the general news indi-~ 
cates thet sooner or later, we'll cross the Leake. In the meantime, our figures keep 
up - orthopaedically even rising. About 70% of our surgical admissions are ortho- 
paedic. I-vas extremely interested in the long abstract of Yatson-Jones' récent 
study of bad results of their causes in fractures of the lower extremity. One of the 
things ve are learning here is that traction will not do the things for severely com- 
pounded fractures that it does for simple ones. I believe it is due to the loss of 
the moulding effect of the circumferential muscle masses, an effect which I never be- 
fore arpreciated. ‘hile less than 10% of my fractures have required open reduction, 
I have learned by experience here the truth of what Watson-Jones indicated - the ones 
which do not go right during the earlier days in traction aren't mde sufficiently 
better by repeated readjustments - these cases do better when we go in and plate them 
rather than "puddling” with slings for 3 or 4 weeks. We have had some experience 
with penicillin on my section. In approximately 900 fractures, about 75% of which 
were compounded, I've seen.only 3 cases of gas infection - although one can culture 
apparently attenuated clostridium from almost everv case. I have used it ‘as. indi- 
cated and directed’ but haven't used it enough to have an opinion. We have been do= 
ing verv well with the sulfonamides but, of course, there is still lots of room for 
improvement." He adds, "Please remember me to Lewis, “fagner, and any of my other 
friends at the hospital." 


Dr. tfilson has received a letter on January 27th from Major Waknitz. He 
writes, "It can now be told that we are somewhere in the Fijis. I wonder if, you 
have heard recently from Charlie? (Capt. Charles Bradford, M.C. formerly with. the 
American Hospital in Britain) In case you haven't, you will be interested to know 
he is now with the paratroops. He wrote in October telling how he had made more 
jumps than anyone else in his regiment, and how they had jumped on the Japs at Lae. 
“what an experience} Leave it to Charlie. I can see him now leading the assaults. 
It will be good to see him again". He sends his best wishes to all. | 


A letter has also been received by Dr. Wilson from Mejor Bill Cooper dated 
January 5th, after being in Great Britain for 2 weeks, He writes, “Into this (for 
me) new world the R, & C. has already intruded itself in numerous pleasant ways.. 
On the day after I arrived, I had word from Bob Patterson by way of Major Bill 
Stewart who you recall as a friend of Tommy's. Bob has developed the best Ortho- 
paedic Service in this theatre, and I am anxious to get down to visit him so he can. 
advise me how to avoid the pitfalls which attend the organization of a services 
Mejor Stewart also»brought word of Neill Garber who is doing an excellent job. The 
following dav, I learned that Don Dial was living no more than 1,000 yards away from 
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me. I went promptly through the rain to call on him, and ve had a real jamboree 
telking about the old days and our old friends back home. Don left for cetached 
service with T. B. McMurray and only vesterday, entirely by chance, I met him 
walking through the streets of Liverpool. There is something thrilling about meet-~ 
ing an old friend in a strane citv and ina strange country. Darrel Leavitt of 
seattle, an old R. & C. man is a close neighbor too. Frank Stinchfield of the 2nd 
G. He. and a kind of relative of the R. & C. is running a rehabilitation center at 
the 307th Station Hospital and is doing a swell job. Other names we know come up 
from dav to day. Farr, an old R. & CG. man, and Ralph Soto-Hall are not far off, and 
I snall heave to call on them." (Editor's Note: “’e do not have an address for 
Darrel Leavitt, Farr and Ralph Soto-Hall. If any readers can, will they kindly 
Supply us vith these addresses so we can put these men on our mailing list.) "Here 
and for the time being, our unit is stationed in an frmy Camp awaiting assignment to 
é& hospital. I shell probably leave in a few deys for some detached service, pro- 
bebly with atson-Jones in London. My fondest regerds to everyone at the hospital.” 
apt. Cooper's address is 0+524212, 90th General Hospital, A.P.0. 137, % Postmaster, 
Nevy York, N.Y. 


We used to print excerpts from complimentary letters which we called 
BOUQUETS, but some of our readers complainedy as we did not also print the BRICKB/TS. 
But when you sue a fellow for a bill and then he sends you a Bouquet, that is news, 
The folloving letter was received by the attorney collecting our bills. "Dear Sir: 
i am genuinely sorry that it was necessary for the hospital to place this matter in 
your hands. My only excuse is that I completely overlooked it. Please extend my 
apology and my best wishes for a mrvellous institution. Sincerely," We always 
thought we were good, but now we know it. 


Dr. Carl Burdick has been strutting around the hospital in a chesty manner 
bragging about his boys in the service. He has been collaring everyone and saying, 
"Here, let's look at the record. Most all of my boys in the service are Colonels. 
There's Colonel Coley, Lt. Col. Johnson, Lt. Col. Higinbotham, Lt. Col. Kullivan, 
and Lt. Col. Shaeffer. Now isn't that some record to be proud of?" 


Many of you will remember Mildred Quaid who was a nurse here at the hospi- 
tal in 1936-37, She now is Chief Nurse of the Operating Room of th8 35th General 
Hospital. She writes, "I met Colonel Coley the other day and he suggested that I 
vrite to you to be put on the mailing list for the R. & CG. bulletin". we are glad 
to put lst Lt. Mildred Quaid, A.N.C. N»724375, on our mailing list. Her address is 
Ft. Sill, Oklahorea. 


Since Col. Bradley Coley is such a good booster for the R. & Ce, we feel 
that he should be appointed Circulation Manager of the Record & Chronicle for the 
southwestern part of the U.S.A. 


If there are any other R. & GC. people who should be receiving the Record 
& Chronicle and who are not, thet you knov of, will you please let us know. ‘Je are 
alwavs glad to increase our circulation, 
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